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RAP 

Rant. y. [from the verb.] High founding language unfup- 
portea by dignity of thought. 

Drydcn himfelf, to pleafe a frantick age, 

Was forc’d to let his judgment (loop to rage. 

To a wild audience he conform’d his voice. 

Comply ’d to cuftom, but not err’d through choice ; 

Deem then the people’s, not the writer’s iin. 


Almanfor’s rage, and rants of Maximin. 


Granville. 


This is a doical rant , without any foundation in the nature 
of man or reafon of things. Atterbnrys Preface. 

Ranter, n.f. [from rant.] A ranting fellow. 

R a Antipole. adj. [this word is wantonly formed from rant.] 
Wild ; roving ; rakifh. A low word. 

What at years of difcretion, and comport yourfelf at this 
rantipole rate ! Congreve's Way of the World. 

To R a'ktipole. v. n. To run about wildly. It is a low word. 
The elded was a termagant imperious wench; Phe ufed to 
rantipole about the houfe, pinch the children, kick the fer- 
vants, and torture the cats and dogs. Arbuthnot. 

RA'NULA. n.f. [Latin.] 

Ranula is a foft fwelling, poffeffing thofe falivals under the 
tongue : it is made by congedion, and its progrefs filleth up 
the fpace between the jaws, and maketh a tumour externally 
under the chin. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Ranunculus, n.f. Crowfoot. 

Ranunculufes excel all flowers in the richnefs of their co- 
lours : of them there is a great variety. Mortimer. 

To Rap. v. n. [hpseppan, Saxon.] To drike with a quick 
fm art blow. 

Knock me at this gate 

And rap me well, or I’ll knock your knave’s pate. Shakefp. 

With one great peal they rap the door. 

Like footmen on a vifiting day. Prior. 

He was provoked in the fpirit of magidracy, upon difco- 
vering a judge, who rapped out a great oath at his footman. 

Addifon. 

To Rap. v. a. [from rapio extra fe , Lat.] 

1. To aftedl with rapture; to drike with extafy ; to hurry out 
of himfelf. 

Thefe are fpeeches of men, not comforted with the hope 
of that they defire, but rapped with admiration at the view 
of enjoyed blifs. Hooker. 

Beholding the face of God, in admiration of fo great 
excellency, they all adore him ; and being rapt with the love 
of his beauty, they cleave infeparably for ever unto, him. Hook. 

What, thus raps you ? are you well ? Shakefp. 

The government I cad upon my brother. 

And to my date grew dranger, being tranfported 

And rapt in fecret dudies. Shakefp . 

You’re rapt in fomework, fome dedication 
To the great lord. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

I’m rape with joy to fee my Marcia’s tears. Addif Cato. 
It is impoffible duly to confider thefe things, without being 
rapt into admiration of the infinite wifdom of the divine ar- 
ch ite£f. Cheyne's Philofophical Principles. 

Rapt into future times, the bard begun, 

A virgin fhall conceive, a virgin bear a fon ! Pope. 

Let heav’n feize it, all at once ’tis fir’d. 

Not touch’d, but rapt ; not waken’d, but infpir’d. Pope. 

1 . To fnatch away. 

He leaves the welkin way mod beaten plain. 

And rapt with whirling wheels, inflames the fkyen, 

With fire not made to burn, but fairly for to fliyne. F. tp). 

Underneath a bright fea flow’d 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, failing arriv’d 
Wafted by angels, or flew o’er the lake 
Rap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery deeds. Milton. 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. Milton. 

To Rap and rend, [more properly rap and ran ; pjepan, Saxon, 
to bind, and rana , Iflandick, to plunder.] To feize by 
violence. 

Their hufbands robb’d, and made hard fhifts 
T’ adminider unto their gifts 
All they could rap and rend and pilfer, 

To feraps and ends of gold and filver. Hudibras, p. ii. 

Rap. n. f [from the verb.] A quick fmartblow. 

How corned thou to go with thy arm tied up ? has old 
Lewis given thee a rap over thy fingers ends ? Arbuthnot. 

RAPA'CIOUS. adj. [rapace,Fi. rapax,!^.] Given to plun- 
der ; feizing by violence. 

Well may thy Lord, appeas’d. 

Redeem thee quite from death’s rapacious claim. Milton. 

Shall this prize. 

Soon heighten’d by the diamond’s circling rays. 

On that rapacious hand for ever blaze ? Pope. 

Rapaciously, adv. [from rapacious.] By rapine ; by violent 
robbery. 

Rapa'ciousness. n. f [from rapacious.] The quality of 
being rapacious. 

Rapa'city. -n.f [rapacitas, Lat. rapacite, Fr. from rapax.] 
Addidtednefs to plunder ; excrcife of plunder; ravenoufnefs. 


RAF 

Any of thefe, without regarding the pains of churchmen 
grudge them thofe finall remains of ancient piety, which the 
rapacity of fome ages has fcarce left to the church. Sprat. 

Rape. n.f. [rapt, Fr. raptns, Latin.] 

1. Violent defloration of chadity. 

You are both decypher’d 

For villains mark’d with rape. Shakefp . Titus Andronicus; 

Rape call you it, to feize my own, 

My true betrothed love. Shakefp. Titus Andronicus, 

The parliament conceived, that the obtaining of women by 
force into poffeffion, howfoever afterwards aflent might follow 
by allurements, was but a rape drawn forth in length, becaufe 
the fird force drew on all the red. Bacon's Henry VIL 

Witnefs that night 

In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 
Expos’d a matron, to avoid worfe rape. Milton , 

The haughty fair. 

Who not the rape ev’n of a god could bear. Drydcn. 

Tell Thracian tyrant’s alter’d fliape, 

And dire revenge of Philomela’s rape. Rofcommon, 

2. Privation ; a£t of taking away. 

Pear grew after pear. 

Fig after fig came ; time made never rape 

Of any dainty there. Chapman's Odyfey. 

3. Something fnatched away. 

Sad widows by thee rifled, weep in vain. 

And ruin’d orphans of thy rapes complain. Sandys. 

Where now are all my hopes ? oh never more 
Shall they revive ! nor death her rapes redore ! Sandys. 

4. The juice of grapes is drawn as well from the rape , or 
whole grapes pluck’d from the cluder, and wine pour’d upon 
them in a veflel, as from a vat, where they are bruifed. Ray. 

5. A plant, from the feed of which oil is exprefled. 

RA'PID. adj. [ rapide , Fr. rapidus , Lat.] Quick ; fwift. 

Part fhun the goal with rapid wheels. Milton. 

While you fo fmoothly turn and rowl our fphere, 

That rapid motion does but red appear. Drydcn. 

Rapi'dity. n. f. [; rapiditc , Fr. rapiditas , from rapidus , Lat.] 
Celerity ; velocity ; fwiftnefs. 

Where the words are not monofyllables, we make them fo 
by our rapidity of pronunciation. Addifon' s Spectator. 

Rapi'dly. adv. [from rapid.] Swiftly ; with quick motion. 

Rapi'dness. n.f [from rapid.] Celerity; fwiftnefs. 

Ra / pier. 11 . f. [ rapiere , Fr. fo called from the quicknefs of its 
motion.] A fmall fword ufed only in thruding. 

I will turn thy falfehood to thy heart, 

Where it was forged, with my rapier's point. Shakc r p. 
A foldier of far inferior drength may manage a rapier or 
fire-arms fo expertly, as to be an overmatch for his adver- 
sary. Pope's EJfay on Flower's BattLs. 

Rapier-fish. n.f. 

Tie rapier-f.Jh , called xiphias, grows fometimes to the 
length of five yards : the fword, which grows level from the 
fnout of the fifh, is here about a yard long, at the balls four 
inches ov£r, two-edged, and pointed exadlly like a rapier: 
he preys on fifhes, having fird dabbed them with this 
fword. Grew's Mufaum. 

Ra'pine. n.f. [ rapina , Lat. rapine , Fr.] 

1. The a£t of plundering. 

If the poverty of Scotland might, yet the plenty of Eng- 
land cannot, excufe the envy and rapine of the church’s 
rights. King Charles. 

The logick of a conquering fword may filence, but con- 
vince it cannot ; its efficacy rather breeds averfion and abhor- 
rence of that religion, whofe fird addrefs is in blood and 
rapine. . Decay of Piety. 

2. Violence; force. 

Her lead a£fion overaw’d 
His malice, and with rapine fweet bereav’d 
His fiercenefs of its fierce intent. Milton. 

Ra'pper. n.f. [from rap.] One who drikes. 

Ra'pport. n.f. [rappat, Fr.] Relation; reference; propor- 
tion. A word introduced by the innovator, Temple , but not 
copied by others. 

’Tis obvious what rapport there is between the conceptions 
and languages in every country, and how great a difference 
this mud make in the excellence of books. Temple. 

To Rapt. v. n. [this word is ufed by Chapman for rap impro- 
perly, as appears from the participle, which from rapt would 
be not rapt , but rapted.] To ravifli ; to put in eedafy. 

You may fafe approve. 

How drong in indigation to their love 

Their rapting tunes are. Chapman's Odyjfey • 

Rapt. n. f [from rap.] A trance ; an eedafy. 

RA'PTURE. n.f 

1 . Eedafy ; tranfport ; violence of any pleafing paflion ; en- 
thufiafm ; uncommon heat of imagination. 

Mufick, when thus applied, raifes in the mind of the hearer 
great conceptions ; it Strengthens devotion, and advances 
praife into rapture. Addifon' s Spectator, N° 406. 

You grow correct, that once with rapture writ. P°p e ‘ 

7 2 . Rapidity ; 
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2. Rapidity ; hade. 

The wat’ry throng, 

Wave rov/ling after wave, where way they found. 

If deep, with torrent rapture ; if through plain 
Soft-ebbing ; nor withdood them rock or hill. Milton. 
Ra’ptured. adj. [from rapture.] Raviflied ; tranfported. 
A bad word. 

He drew 

Such madning draughts of beauty to the foul, 

As for awhile cancell’d his raptur'd thought 
With luxury too daring. Thomson's Summer . 

Ra'pturous. adj. [from rapture.] Ecdatick ; tranfporting. 
Are the pleasures of it fo inviting and rapturous? is a man 
bound to look out fharp to plague himfelf ? Collier. 

RARK. adj. [ rarus , Lat. rare , Fr. in all the fenfes but the 
lad.] 

1. Scarce; uncommon. 

Live to be ti e Shew, and gaze o’ th’ time ; 


R A S 


For the rarenefs and rare effect of that petition, I’ll infer 1 - 

». — Clarendon*. 


it as p relented. 

Of my heart I now a prefent make ; 
Accept it as when early fruit we fend, 

And let the rarenefs the fmall gift commend. 


Dry den. 


Donne . 
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We’ll have you, as our rarer monders are, 

Painted upon a pole. Shakefp. 

2. Excellent ; incomparable ; valuable to a degree feldom found. 

This jealoufy 

Is for a precious creature ; as fhe’s rare , 

Mud it be great ; and as his pcrlbn’s mighty, 

Mud it be violent. Shake/p. Winter's Tale. 

On which was wrought the gods and giants fight. 

Rare work, all fill’d with terror and delight. Cowley. 

Above the red I judge one beauty rare. Drydcn. 

3. Thinly fcattered. 

7 he cattle in the fields and meadows green 
Thofe rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 
Pafluring at once, and in broad herds upfprung. Milton. 

4. Thin; fubtle; not denfe. 

They are of fo tender and weak a nature, as they affect 
only fuch a rare and attenuate fubdance, as the fpirit ofliving 
cieatuies. Bacon's Natural Flifiory. 

So eagerly the fiend 

O’er bog or deep, through drait, rough, denfe, or rare , 
V/ ith head, hands, wings, or feet, puriues his way. Milt. 
The denfe and bright light of the circle will obicure the 
rare and weak light of thelb dark colours round about it, and 
render them almod infenfible. Newton's Opticks. 

todies are much more rare and porous than is commonly 
believed : water is nineteen times lighter, and by confequence 
nineteen times rarer than gold, and gold is fo rare , as very 
readily,, and without the lead oppofition, to tranfmit the 
m gnetick effluvia, and eafily to admit quickfiivcr into its 
pores, and to let water pafs through it. Newton's Opticks. 

5. Kaw ; not fully fubdued by tire lire. This is often pro- 

nounced rear . 1 

KeW'laid eggs, with Baucis’ bufy care, 
urn d by a gentle fire, and roaded rare. Dnden 

Ra REESHOW. n.f. [this word is formed in imitation of the 
iorcugn way of pronouncing rarejhow. j A fhow carried in a 

h Ji of the town us juft like a rareejhow , we 

have, the cunofity to peep at them, and nothing more. Pope. 

TJ , ’«> eejbowshe (ung, and Punch’s feats. Car. 

Y rI f C , 1I0K ' ”•/• \rarefaaion, Fr. from rarefy.! Exten- 

dnn° t jid P b? ° f “ b ° dy ’ ' hat makes k 4 re mom 
than ,t did before ; contrary to condenfation. 

into ftlf" btinS , ra r efied ,’ and ty rerrfaBim refoived 
nno wind, will force up the Imoak. IVotton’s Architeaurc 

lien exhalations, fliut up in the caverns of the earth bv 
imefaaum or compreffion, come to be ftraitened thev ftmf 
every way to fet themfelves at liberty. ’ % , 

tSTy tr [f r TW Admitting rarefast ' 

were more f'operA Ah , ra ™ and Lat. rarify 

To t-K r, ° nia ^ e r ain * contrary to condenfe 

I o the hot equator crouding faft, 1 onuenle - 

■ here highly rarefied the yielding air 
Admits their fleam. ° _ . 

To Ra'refy. v. n. To become thin. 

T |. a f ' 'fffi esUj dew i expanded more 

Ra Ze.f nS t0f0ar - 

1 *. Seldom ; not often ; not frequently. 

Rarely they rile by virtue’s aid, who lie 

I lung dm the depth of helplefs poverty. DryM, fuven 
V anefla in her bloom, ^ 7 ^ UVen ‘ 

Ad vane d like Atalanta’s dar, 

But rarely fecn, and feen from far c v . 

2. Finely; nicely - accurately. ’ Swift s Mifcellanics. 

How rarely does it meet with this tlm, >e v 
U hen man was will’d to love his e, gU1: le > 

Ra;, !£N£ ss . n.f [from ra ,f ene “ les ’ Shakefp. 

t fhc’loieT'miffT 5 in , rre< l uenc y- 

«u(e is t|, e thinnels of ti e ftin'h-o a “e and ,ldes ; th e 
being touched there ; f or ticH^» i- the rarme fi 

rite, which the thinnefs of t h e &K the <P>- 
nefs of touch doth further. ’ ludd enefs and rare- 

Bacon . 


2. Value arifing from icarcity. 

Rofes fet in a pool, fupported with fome day, is matter of 
rarenefs and pleafure, though of fmall ufe. Bacon , 

To worthied things, 

Virtue, art, beauty, fortune, now I fee 
Rarenej's or ufe, not nature, value brings. 

Ra'rity. n.f. [rarite, Fr. raritas , Lat.] 

1. Uncommonnei's ; infrequency. 

So far from being fond of any one for its rarity , if I meet 

with any in a field which pleafes me, I give it a place in my 
garden. Spectator. 

2. A thing valued for its fcarcity. 

Sorrow would be a rarity mod belov’d. 

If all could fo become it. Shakefp. King Lear . 

It would be a rarity worth the feeing, could any one fhew 
us fuch a thing as a peifieciiy reconciled enemy. South. 

I faw three rarities of different kinds, which pleafed me 
more than any other iiiows of the place. Addifon . 

3 . Thinnels ; iubtlety : the contrary to denfity. 

Bodies, under the lame outward bulk, have a greater thin- 
nefs ana expaniion, or thicknefs and folidity, which terms, in 
Englifh, uo noi iignity fuily thole differences of quantity ; there- 
fore 1 will do it under the n&mes of rarity and denfity. Digby\ 

This 1 do, not to draw any argument againd them from 
the univerfai red or accurately equal didufion of matter, but 
only that I may better demondrate the great rarity and tenuity 
of their imaginary chaos. Bentleys Sermons . 

Ri-i SCAL. n.f. [jvapeal, oaxon, a lean bead.] A mean fel- 
low ; a fcoundrel ; a lorry wretch. 

For the raj cal commons, led he cared. Spenfer. 

And when him lid the rajcal routs a!ppal, 

Men into dones therewith he could tranimew. Fa. Queen. 

When Marcus Brutus grows fo covetous . 

To lock fuch rafeal counters from his friends : 

Be ready, gods, with all your thunder- bolts,* 

Uafti him to pieces. Shakefp. Julius CaCar. 

i he rajcal people, thirding after prey, J 

Join with the traitor. Shakejp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

But for our gentlemen, 

The moufe ne’er fhun’d the cat, as they did budge 
i rom rajcals worfe than they. 6 shahf 

I am accuift to lob in that thief’s company; the rafeal hath 
remov d my horfe. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. i. 

Scoundrels are infolent to their fuperiors ; but ,t does not 
become a man of honour to conteft with mean rafcals. L’EH 
Did i not fee you, rafeal, did I not ! J ' 

I have°fenib ‘ n3P y ° m% Damon ’ s S oat Dryden. 

a A ] i V . C len e » to ^ erve m y turn, in tlore. 

And he s a rajcal who pretends to more. Drydcn' s Perfus . 

J lie poor girl provoked told him he lyed like a rafeal Sw 

Rasca lion. n.J. [from rajcal. j One of the lovvelt people. " 

1 hat proud dame 

Us d him fo like a bafe rafcallion . , 

That old pig- what d’ye call him-malion, 

-I nat cut his midrefs out of done, 

Had not fo hard a hearted one. ’ Hudibra, * ; 

Rasca lixv n. f [from rafeal.] The low mean peopled 

--SSjESr iu “ s ' " n 

Jeroboam having procured his people gods, thTnext" thfr£ 
was to provide priefts; hereupon, to t & he calves he adds f 
commiihon, tor the approving, trying and admitting the rah 
eahty and Joweft of the people to minifter in that ferviYe South 

Mean l worth lefs. ^ 

flieep-biter come by fome notable lhame. “ } Shake d 

Our , of ally porter is fallen faft aileep with the black cloth 
andyconces, or we might have been" tackin/ up by th ^ 

He certifies your lordthip, that this night 

He dreamt the boar had rafed off his helm. c/.-r r. 

Was he not in the nearelt neighbourhood to death 

might not die bullet, that rated Ids chc el h K and 

his head. J clleek > h , ave gone into 

2. To overthrow ; to deftroy; to root up. South ' s Sermons. 

3- To blot « b] mlhrlT totTre° ^ ^ ^ ' MUcn ' 

BenomImoml'blTd 5 ^ reCords 

RASH. adj. [r^, , Dl ltc h d ) OU H f ra J ed : . Milton. 

aeftmg without caution or refleaion y ’ V ‘° lentj P^ipitate ; 

words wfthout C w°t! d >VUhout <hamc i ™>without Ikill’ full c f 
21 E Aj sham's Schooimafler. 
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